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EDITORIAL BY MONSIEUR EDOUARD MOROT-SIR 


Cultural Counselor 
Representative in the United States of French Universities 


In this fourth issue of EDUCATION IN FRANCE, before 
giving news about France and about relations between French and 
American universities, we are pleased to present three messages 
by those who, in Paris, together with the Minister of National 
‘Education, have long been responsible for French policies in 
education: the "Directeurs Généraux" of primary, secondary, and 
higher education, We also hope to receive a similar message from 
the Director of technical education in France, as we plan to de- 
vote one of our future issues to the situation in France in 
this particular branch of education, 


We wish to express our gratitude to MM, BERGER, 
_BRUNHOLD and BESLAIS who have so graciously complied with our 
request and, in this way, 
can colleagues, 


presented their views to their Ameri- 


The historians who, a hundred years from now,will 
evaluate our present day civilization, will undoubtedly find 

that one of the most significant characteristics of this second 
half of the twentieth century was the need for exchanges, for a 

reappraisal of values and for a sharing of experiences among 

nations, cultures, and civilizations. Here we have a kind of 

mutual "examen de conscience" which sometimes questions the most 

deeply rooted traditions. This began to appear towards the end 

of the nineteenth century with a critical examination of logico- 
mathematical principles as well as the principles of mechanics 

and physics. This examination is now being followed through to 

include man himself; man as seen through his history, 
of a new definition of himself, 
future and his destination, 


in search 
increasingly uncertain of his 


Today this criticism reaches the very heart of all 
education. And each one questions the other to find out what 
he should believe, to learn the reasons for success or failure 
in education, to defend his own values, to justify himself be- 


fore others, to form a better picture of himself by discovering 
in others similarities and differences, 


French education, in official 
reappraising itself. 
critical scrutiny. 


university circles, is 
It is submitting its principles to close 
It wishes to be progressive, but it also be- 
lieves in the lasting value of the cultural formation of man by 
man. It strives toward universality. This explains its fideli- 
ty to graeco-latin culture in a century marked by the most revo- 
lutionary scientific developments, 


This reference to Greek and 
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Latin authors has a kind of timelessness as it is a way to con- 
ceive of man outside of his own historical evolution and ina 
permanent intellectual and moral context. We do not intend to 
propose this attitude as an example. It should, however, de- 
serve attention as a fundamental pedagogical question, Is a 
philosophy of education possible without reference to certain 
periods of the past which, through their works and thought, have 
assumed an exemplary value? 


This is also the meaning behind the conception of 
classicism which has dominated, and still dominates, the whole 
of French education. An author is classical, a work is classi- 
cal, aphilosophy is classical to the extent that their intention 
is to contribute to the formation of the mind. The mark of time 
is not visible, for their function is not so much to impart 
established facts as it is to guide the mind and the heart to 
maturity and a relative stability. 


In short, all education has two dimensions: one which 
is universal in man, the other which ts the march of history. 
To accentuate the importance of either of these dimensions is 
to bring up again the controversy of classicism versus modernism 
which can be found in the humanities as well as in the sciences. 
This is the core of the problem facing the French educational 
system today. It is sometimes said that France is the home of 
the humanities. It would certainly be more exact to say that 
it is the homeland of classicism, since its ideals are found in 
her writers as well as inhermathematicians, artists, engineers, 
and teachers. It is also in the name of classicism that revolu- 
tions are proclaimed. 


Knowledge is historical and it is evolving at an ever- 

. increasing pace. Culture is universal, transcending the move- 

. ment which thrusts man from the past and into the future. Thus 

. one finds in education an initial act of faith: the conviction 
that history and culture are not irreconcilable. 
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NEWS SUMMARY 


Three of the General Directors of the Ministry of National 
Education have been kind enough to send us an article for 


"Education in France", Mr. G. BERGER, Mr.C. BRUNOLD and 


Mr. A. BESLAIS respectively draw the outline of Higher Educa- 


tion, Secondary Education and Primary Education in France 


and give their outlook on the present trends of these dif- 


ferent levels of teaching ~- page 5 and following. 


Elementary French ts a method which has been set up by the 
Ministry of National Education to help foreigners acquire 
rapidly the basic words of our language - page 20, 


A new step in the development of scientific education in 
France: 7 new scientific university colleges were opened 


last November in Amiens, Angers, Limoges, Mulhouse, Perpignan, 
Rouen and Tours - page 28. 


Again with the same concern for developing scientific educa- 
tion, the requirements for the degree of the "Licence es 
Sciences” have been modified. This reform tends to shorten 
the length of studies for the "Licence" and also to enable 
students to specialize more in their field of studies - page 
20. 


A 3rd cycle of studies, which already existed in the field 
of Sciences, has been organized for the field of Letters, 
It will entitle students to specialize and to get acquainted 
with the techniques of research - page 30. 


A great step has been taken in the domain of artistic edu- 
catton. A decree of July 29, 1958, introduces a "Licence" 

of History of Art and of Archeology to be delivered by all 

the Faculties of Letters, while, until then, only a few of 

them prepared for various Art Certificates which could never 

make up a regular teaching "Licence" - page 32. 
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The educational reform has been the object of a meeting of 
the Cabinet, presided over by General de Gaulle. M. BERTHOIN, 
present Minister of National Education, brought up the pro- 
ject which he had set up in 1955 and which had been followed 
in its main lines by Mr. BILLERES - page 35. 


The committee of high officials who met in 1957 to draw up 
a new plan for the French cultural and technical affairs in 
foreign countries, introduced its project to the Cabinet of 
Ministers; the project was approved. The new organization 
will do away with tradition and will call for a better adap- 
tation to the national needs of the different countries - page 35. 


A new "Brevet supérieur" was created so as to help accredit 
numerous teachers who have been appointed as substitutes, 
although they did not have the regularly required degrees. 
We draw attention to the fact that it is not a return to the 
former "Brevet supérieur" which was abolished in 1946, but a 
new and temporary examination - page 38. 


Two scholarships are offered to American physicians by the 
International Center for Children - page 47. 


So that American professors, teachers and students may be | 
better acquainted with the ways in which the Cultural Ser- 
vices can help them, we give a report of the main activities 
of these services during the past months - page 49. 


The Cultural Services introduce a Record Library to be used 
by teachers and professors - page 57. 
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TRADITION AND CHANGE IN HIGHER 


EDUCATION 


by: Gaston BERGER 
Member of the Institute 
Director General of 
Higher Education 


It is always difficult to discern clearly the general features 
of an organism of which one is a part. Yet administrative experi- 
ence, frequent contacts with professors of all subjects and univer- 
sities, and a first-hand knowledge of the working of several foreign 
universities are helpful in reducing this initial handicap. 


If we are asked what is the most characteristic feature of 
French higher education, we probably think first of all of freedom. 


It is by no means easy to become a member of the French 
higher educational system. In medicine, law or pharmacy, for 
example, candidates must sit for a very difficult competitive exa- 
mination - agrégation de l'enseignement supérieur. The Doctor's 
theses for Letters or Science are nearly always works of consider- 
able importance. Not only must the future teacher give proof of 
the excellence of his methods and of his ability as a seeker after 
knowledge. He must show that he excels in discovery as well. 
Theses in themselves will not open the door to the Faculties; he 
must in addition be entered on a national list of merit, a list 
which contains only the names of those who have written valuable 
works and whose ability as teachers is recognized. 


On the other hand the professor, once appointed, enjoys 
complete freedom. He is not subject to any pressures or local 
influence; he is independent of politics; he organizes his teaching 
in any way he likes. No inspector may inspect his work or find 


fault with him. Principals and deans:‘intervene in his affairs only in 


connection with minor administrative matters and his promotion 
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at a national level is decided on by a committee of colleagues who are 
specialists in his own subject and whom he himself has helped to elect, 


Despite this freedom, however, he is highly conscious of his du- 
ties. Not only must he deliver his lectures and encourage his students 
in their work. He has in addition the double task of performing original 

_research work of his own and of working for the advancement of culture. 
This traditional duty is restated and emphatically reaffirmed in the pre- 
amble to the draft reform bill on education now being prepared. 


The true aim of higher education is to rnake inventors. We can 
say that elementary education teaches doing, secondary education teach~ 
es judgment and higher education teaches creative thinking. In our 
ee world which develops ever more rapidly, where conditions are constant- 
: ly changing, no quality is more necessary. The days when we could 

just follow lines of conduct that had been successful in the past are over; 

what we now have to do is find original and appropriate solutions to new 

problems. 

In accordance with this trend, French higher education has set 

up forms of educational research, known as "de troisiéme cycle" (the 

first cycle being the one which the student starts on when he joins the 

Faculty, and the second that of the regular studies toward the "Licence"'). 

The scientific "third cycle" has existed in Paris and in more than seven- 
| ty specialized centers in the provinces for the past three years. The lit- 
| erary "third cycle" has just been officially set up and will come into 
operation in the course of the 1958-1959 academic year. 


4 | This dynamic and youthful quality inherent in the spirit of re- 
search is not characteristic merely of the subject matter that is being 
taught. It must characterize also the teaching itself. At the University 
level there can be no question of introducing, once and for all, reforms 
Seas which would inaugurate a long period cf stability. Higher education 

Be a has entered upon a period of change and constant adaptation. 


The main concern will be to ensure that it remains in as close 
| a contact as possible with life. Where the need for new forms of edu- 
cation makes itself felt, they must be set up. Where professions have 
growing demands they must be satisfied. Im all the science Faculties 
| in France, relations with industry are becoming closer. The "Facul- 
a A | i tés des Lettres"' are now called "Facultés des Lettres et des Sciences 
See humaines" and are already turning out psychologists and sociologists 
for private enterprises and the administrative services. 


Methods too are changing. The School for Mining of Nancy Uai- 
versity is successfully developing a pilot project which is raising con- 
siderably the efficiency of the training and practical work. The pro- 
grams for the "licence es Sciences" have just been recast. Their 
contact has been reduced and at the same time they have been better 
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adapted to teaching requirements. Post-University education will soon 
establish a wide-scale new program. 


All these changes are not being made at the cost of cultural val- 
ues, for these are, on the contrary, gaining in importance. For culture 
is at the same time a goal of inestimable value and a means the impor- 
tance of which was not fully appreciated twenty or thirty years ago. 
Human problems are becoming even more urgent and serious than ma- 
terial technical problems. It is culture that gives us a sense of human- 
ism. Techniques give us power, but culture gives us wisdom. 


As a material being, man needs technical knowledge, but in man 
there is also the spirit of freedom, and culture will animate and inspire 
him without constraining him. When we shape men we condition their 
behavior and we set them goals which will enable them to exercise their 


freedom. There will be no progress if we do one without the other. 


The University is interested in all phenomena; it respects per- 
sons, heeds experience and seethes with enthusiasm. It does not want 
any aspect of human nature to go unnoticed. Ata time when the world 
is changing at an ever-increasing pace, its role is more important than 
ever because it shows man both how he can live and why he should live. 
It helps those it trains to adapt. themselves to changing structures and 
unforseen conditions, without making them lose sight of the value of 
existence. It offers to its students a wide coverage of knowledge, but 
its purpose is also to teach them to make good use of freedom. The 
Faculties are less concerned with imparting as much knowledge as pos- 
sible than with showing how knowledge is acquired and developed and 
how it is to be controlled. 


The task is more difficult and more urgent than ever before. 
Far from relieving us from thought, our machines will require us to 
be more alertly intelligent than before. The power they will put in our 
hands will make our decisions more fraught with consequence than they 
used to be. 


Consciousness and lucidity must guide us in all our actions. 
They are the essence of our traditions and we shall endeavor to apply 


them today, and with their aid we shall build the world of tomorrow. 
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FRENCH 


SECONDARY EDUCATION 


by: Charles Brunold 
Director-General of 
Secondary Education 


France's secondary education (""enseignement du second degré"') 
is undoubtedly the most original part of its whole educational system. 
It covers a period of ten years - the ages of eleven to eighteen - and it 
ends with the Baccalauréat examination. It may even be extended for a 
period of two or three years in the case of students attending classes 
which prepare them for the ''Grandes Ecoles de 1'Etat'', such as the en- 
gineering and military colleges. Consequently many men with manage- 
rial and executive posts in administration, the army or business have 


been through this nine - or ten - period of secondary education, which 
has definitely left its mark upon them. 


Secondary education proper, given in the "lycées'"' and "Colléges"', 
is gradually differentiated as the pupils go through the school. In the 
last years four main groups of subjects are open to the student. Three 
of them are classical, which means that in these groups Latin is one of 
the subjects taught, and one is modern, without Latin. In the first clas- 

sical group, group A, Greek and a modern language are taught as well 

as Latin; in group B, two modern languages are taught besides Latin. 

In these two groups the approach is preponderantly literary, more im- 

portance being attached to the formation of certain qualities of the mind 

than to the acquisition of an extensive factual knowledge. Group C, 

which includes Latin, provides an extensive training in mathematics 

and the physical sciences. With such a balanced training the student 

may go on to more detailed literary or scientific studies. Finally, in 

the modern group, two modern languages are taught in addition to the 

same scientific syllabus as in group C. There is also an M' group, 

set up about ten years ago, which gives prominence to the biological 

sciences and is taken by many pupils who have attended the ''Cours Com- 
plémentaire" of the primary education course and therefore know only 


one modern language and would find it difficult to do the work of any 
other group. 
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In the "classe terminale", the seventh class in the ''Lycées" and 
'Colléges", the pupils, whatever their educational background, may 
choose between a group of subjects in which philosophy is predominant; 
or a group known as "Sciences Expérimentales" which includes philo- 
sophy, mathematics (to a less advanced standard) and the physical and 
biological sciences studied to a fairly advanced standard; or again a 
group known as 'Mathématiques" which gives a fuller training in mathe- 
matics to children showing great aptitude at scientific subjects and pre- 
pares them for a higher scientific education either in the "Facultés" or 
the "Grandes Ecoles" for engineers. 


Twenty years ago the number of children receiving a secondary 
education amounted to only 200,000, but the numbers increased when, 
before 1940, the higher primary schools, "Ecoles primaires supérieures" 
which extended primary education from the age of eleven to fifteen became 
secondary educational institutions and soon after were given the name of 


“Colléges". 

3 ig In these "Colléges modernes" the teaching has rapidly been 

. brought into line with that given in the conventional "Lycées" and "Col- 
léges". Classical groups of subjects have even been introduced into cer- 
tain of these "Collége modernes" so that today the differences between 
the various French secondary educational institutions are becoming 

less and less marked. 


At the same time the numbers of children attending the "Lycées" 

i and "Colléges" has markedly increased. This social phenomenon is pro- 
) bably due to the progressive devaluation of all forms of wealth other than 
the education a child can receive at school and to the fact that the man of 
today must constantly extend the bounds of his knowledge; it had led to a 
rapid rise in enrollment at a time, too, when the decline in the birth rate 
during the second world war should have resulted in a decrease of num- 
bers in secondary educational institutions. 


When in 1957, in addition to the above-mentioned phenomenon, 

\ the first post-war and larger group of eleven-year-olds appeared, the 
enrollment numbers, which had been increasing from 30,000 to 35, 000 

a year, rose sharply to 65,000 and this figure will be maintained, if it 
is not exceeded, during the seven school years. The result will be a 
Gop: more thorough democratization of secondary school teaching than the 

authorities could achieve merely by awarding scholarships to children 

i; i} from poorer families. But though the rise in numbers may have brought 
a great many able children into the secondary schools, it has also raised 
the number of less gifted children, who lag behind their schoolmates but 
who must nevertheless be trained to play their part in the France of to- 
morrow. 
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Faced by the problem of numbers, the '"Lycées" and "Colléges" 
are endeavoring to maintain as best they can the quality and cultural 
standards which distinguished the French intellectual elites of the past. 
At the same time they are opening their windows ever wider to the 
world of today, while remaining faithful to the humanistic traditions 
which they regard as indispensable. 


The science subjects are given a prominent place in the school 
programs, and they are taught in a spirit appropriate to a period in 
which man must have as much knowledge as he has creative ability. 
Thus the teaching of science creates a permanent contact between the 
mind and the world about it which is its working material and it gives 
special prominence to observation, experience and documentation - 
in other words, to information in all its forms. 


But, at the same time, there emerges from this simple idea the 
realization that man himself is the pivot of our activity, the point of de- 
parture and the inevitable | end of all our research. Secondary education 
which does not prepare the pupil directly for a profession but leads him 
on to higher studies of fairly long duration is far removed from what 


THE "LYCEE CLAUDE-BERNARD" IN PARIS 


-ll- 


| 
| 
‘ 


: 


might be regarded as a professional training. The best education is the 
one with the widest basis, for only an education which rests on a broad 
foundation can cope with rapidly changing requirements in an age when 
those who fulfill the most technical functions must constantly broaden 
and renew their knowledge. 


Human problems still have to assume the prominent place which 
is to be theirs in education, even in the training of pure technicians but 
those responsible for secondary education have already expressed their 
strong support of a training which aims at inculcating a better under- 
standing of the men of all countries and of all times, in the realization 
that such knowledge is at least as useful as knowledge of the material 
universe. In such teaching, as we see, the past and the future do not 
conflict since the humanistic tradition is endeavoring to persist in the 
scientific studies by showing man how he is to go forward in his re- 
search, That tradition firmly holds that the values of the humanism 
which enabled the elite of our country to exercise a guiding role at all 
periods in our history, will continue to triumph tomorrow. But to do 
that those values must meet the challenge of an ever wider background, 
of conditions that are increasingly rich and varied and that give a wide 
scope to adventure, ever present in the lives of the men of today. 
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PRIMARY EDUCATION 


by: Aristide Beslais 
Director General of 
Primary Education 


The aim of primary education ("'enseignement du premier degré"') 
is, as its name shows, to educate its pupils up to the secondary educa- 
tion stage. But that is not its only task. It covers a succession of stages 


and its organization is in effect more complex than a too strict interpreta- 
tion of its definition might lead one to expect. 


Primary education comprises first of all nursery schools) ("écoles 
maternelles) which fulfill a pre-educational function before any instruc- 
tion is given. They endéavor to serve as a transition stage for children, 
hetween the family stage and what will soon become school life proper, 
They are, of course, based on a certain number of facts connected with 
child psychology, but they never lose sight of the great store of love and 
tenderness implied in the term "maternelle". One can hardly visit an 
"école maternelle" without being struck by the skill of the woman teacher 
who knows how to speak to a child, how to give it a sense of security, and 
how to live at the same tempo as a child. The children are aged from 


three to five. There are altogether more than one million children in the 
"Ecoles maternelles". 


After the '"écoles maternelles'' comes the primary elementary 
school (""école primaire élémentaire). The youngest legal school age is 
six. Not all children go to the ''école maternelle" but attendance at the 
"€cole primaire" is compulsory. Altogether more than six million chil- 


dren attend the "école primaire". As a result this kind of school has 
certain special features of its own. 


First of all, the pupils find in the primary school an atmosphere 
of welcome. France is a country which thrives on liberty and it is some- 
times characterized by strong differences of opinion and cross currents 
of thought. Religious beliefs, in particular, have divided the population. 
Our primary schools, which have rightly been made undenominational, 
make no distinction between children of different faiths, whether they 
come from Catholic, Protestant, Jewish or non-religious homes. We 
respect the child and through the child we respect the parents. The 
primary school is first and foremost the place where all meet and fra- 
ternize for the first time. That is the great merit. Consequently in the 
case of the primary school, instruction and education cannot be sepa- 


rated. The primary school is the practical expression of the moral 
notions we have mentioned above. 
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Secondly, the primary education, being available to all children, 
can be found wherever there are children. In the various districts of 
large and medium sized towns, there may be a large staff of teachers 
distributed in a number of identical classes. The smaller towns and 
canton towns may have a small team of teachers, while the small com- 
munes and remote hamlets may have the type of school which consists 
of one class with its various "divisions". These rural classes are by 
no means the easiest to deal with. The teachers who have taught in 
them, usually when they were beginners, remember them as a period 
of hard but fruitful apprenticeship. Briefly -then,-the primary school 
may take many forms which geography dictates. 


Thirdly, since the primary school is the starting point in learn- 
ing for children, it is imbued with the feeling that the teacher must 
give of his very best, for a bad start may have bad effects on all that 
follows. The aim of the primary school has been and remains to pro- 
vide a sound basis of instruction and its motto has always been, "Don't 
teach too much, but teach it well". The teacher's approach must be 
simple and direct, he must make the child see for himself, make him 
observe and understand, make him try to do something several times 
over, ask him questions, make him work actively but without over- 
tiring him. He must encourage active methods, but with discernment, 
have his class well under control, know how to arouse enthusiasm, and 
inculcate good habits and a liking for work. Primary schoolteachers 
know what an engrossing and delicate task the teaching of children is. f 
In their consideration of teaching problems, they display a curiosity Wie 
and a keenness which are characteristic of their occupation. Their 
work engrosses them and they willingly discuss it among themselves 
and like to discuss it with outsiders also, if they can do it intelligently. 


Of course all education, not only primary education, aims at ob- 
taining the best possible results out of the pupils. The only difference 
in the case of primary education, when viewed as a part of the whole 
educational system, is that its part is decisive because it comes first, 
and the results of the subsequent teaching depend to some extent on the 
results of the first stage. 


For the same reason, because children, during the first stage 
of their school life, are at an age when they need close attention, the 
primary school provides graded courses - preparatory ("cours prépa- 
ratoire"), elementary ("cours élémentaire") (two years), middle 
("cours moyen") (two years). Thus, until the end of the second year of 
the middle course, primary education is, over a period of five years, 
a continuous process of education with a single progressive content. 
The term "enseignement du premier degré" describes this period exactly, 
for after the second year of the "cours moyen" the children have reached 
the age of eleven and can from that time oowtess proceed to the "études 
du second degré", 
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But at this decisive moment in a child's school education, one of 
three things may happen so that the pupils divide up into three groups as 
follows: 

1. Some enter the traditional kind of secondary educational establishment ; 
2. Others remain in the primary school, some of them with the intention 
of going on to an apprenticeship center when they are thirteen; 
3. Others again, also remain in the primary school and go into the "classes 
de cours complémentaire". 


The children of the first of these groups are now outside the scope 
of primary education, which has fulfilled its task as far as they are con- 
cerned and led them to the second stage of education. But the two other 
groups still form part of the primary education system. 


Some remain in the primary school and follow a course known 
as "fin d'études primaires" until they are fourteen when they sit for the 
"Certificat d'études primaires". The teaching given in this course is 
not secondary in nature. It is intended for children who, either because 
they are behind in their school work or because their parents so wish, 
attend neither secondary classes nor the classes of the ''Cours complé- 
mentaires"., Its aim is essentially practical: it is to impart to the pupil 
knowledge that he can directly apply, and which will prepare him either 
for an apprenticeship center or enable him to earn his living at what must 
be admitted to be too early an age for many adolescents. 


The other primary schoolchildren go into the !'classes de cours 
complémentaires" instead of the "Lycées or Colléges"' which, from the 
sixth class up to the "classe de philosophie"' or "classe de mathémati- 
ques élémentaires", involves long years of study, which may subsequent- 
ly lead on to the higher studies which normally follow the secondary edu- 
cation. A "Cours Complémentaire" on the other hand, is always an inte- 
gral part of the primary school. After four years of study (five years in 
the projected reform), the pupils find employment in some active occupa- 
tion at an intermediate level. The "Cours complémentaire" is regarded 
as a short course of study ("un enseignement court'') when compared with 
the long courses in the "Lycées" and "Colléges". 


In other words, we consider that in the highly flexible French 
school system, there is room beside and outside the "enseignement long" 
of the secondary educational institutions for an "enseignement court", 
which meets the needs of many pupils who, without giving up the hope or 
denying the possibility that they may reach the higher rungs of the admin- 
istrative or industrial ladder, are prepared to become useful citizens 
and enlightened workers. The pupils attending these "cours complémen- 
taires"' number at the moment four hundred thousand. It should be added 
that the “enseignement court" also starts at the sixth class and that dur- 
ing the four years it covers, it corresponds in the main to the syllabuses 
of the corresponding classes in the secondary system. Nevertheless it 
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has its own objectives and in practice differs markedly in spirit and meth- 
od from the courses given in the corresponding classes of the secondary 
system. 


However, the "Cours complémentaires" have yet another and very 
understandable purpose. Continuing the instruction given in the "Ecoles 
primaires", of which they form an integral part, the courses enable the 
pupils to study as far as the end of the third class, in other words up to 
the level required for taking the competitive examination for entry to the 
teacher training school for primary school teachers. In the sequence: 

1) Primary school, 2) ''Cours Complémentaires", 3) teacher training 
school. The "Cours Complémentaire" is the middle link which enables 


a considerable number of its best pupils to attend the teacher training 
schools. 


The teacher training schools, "Ecoles normales", are composed 


of about equal proportions of pupils from the "Cours Complémentaires" 
and from the secondary schools, 


THE BEGINNING OF FALL TERM IN A PRIMARY SCHOOL 
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Though the orientation of the secondary schools is mainly towards 
higher education, many candidates from these schools successfully pass 
the teacher training competitive examination. 


The teacher training schools are a key factor in the primary edu- 
cational system, for their sole purpose is to train primary school teach- 
ers. In order to ensure a high standard of primary education, the stu- 
dent teachers in the teacher-training schools are first given a general 
cultural grounding, which enables them to pass the 'Baccalauréat", and 
then receive a practical training to qualify them as teachers. In order 
to ensure that our primary school teachers are highly qualified, we make 
them study such subjects taught, history of the school system and also 
make them give trial lessons and do periods of teaching in primary schools 
chosen for that purpose and known as "Ecoles d'application". 


We were thus justified in stating that primary education has many 
tasks to accomplish that it consists of successive stages and that it is a 
more complex organization than might at first be thought. The whole or- 
ganization is no longer the same as it was twenty years ago. It will most 
likely evolve further under the pressure of facts. 


The problem of the prolongation of the school period has already 
been raised in the case of pupils who have concluded their ‘fin d'études 
primaires" course and it will inevitably have to be solved; the solution 
to be adopted will undoubtedly affect the duration of the "cours complé- 
mentaires'"'. There is some question, too, about the way in which pupils 
are now selected for admission to secondary education. Should not orien- 
tation classes be set up to decide, better than we are able to do today, 
how the pupils are to be distributed? As to our teachers we remain closely 
attached to the "école normale" system. But during the past few years, 
we have been obliged to call on the services of many "substitute'' teachers 
who have the "baccalauréat" certificate, and sometimes only the first 
part of that certificate, and who at the start knew nothing at all about teach- 
ing methods in our schools. All they receive by way of apprenticeship is 
the wise guidance of primary education inspections and the helpful advice 
of their more experienced colleagues. Results have not been discouraging. 
But for the present the hope that all teachers in the future will go through 
the teacher-training schools cannot be fulfilled. Another problem in the 
primary schools has been the high birth-rate years. Then there are the 
accommodation and recruitment problems which continue to demand our 
attention. 


It will be seen that our position can hardly be described as "static". 


It barely leaves us any time to look back. But we have inherited too great 
a history not to have confidence in the future. 


A class of Natural Science with a live rabbit 
at the School of Saint~Cloud (Seine) 
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A SCIENTIFIC METHOD FOR A RAPID TEACHING OF FRENCH 


COMPLETED BY THE MINISTRY OF NATIONAL EDUCATION 


LE FRANCAIS ELEMENTAIRE 


The origins of the Francais Elémentaire" (Elementary French) go back 
to an initiative of UNESCO which, as early as 1947, organized a Com- 
mittee of Linguistics where France was represented, to consider the dif- 
fusion of the languages of civilizations; two categories were examined: 
regional or local languages and world languages. Problems connected 


with the first category were studied, in France, by the ''Centre des Langues 


Locales d'Outre-Mer" (Center for Overseas Local Languages) at the "Ecole 
Nationale des Langues Orientales Vivantes" (National School of Living Ori- 
ental Languages). Problems related to the second category finally led tc 
the setting up of the method called "Francais Elémentaire". 


In 1951, the Ministry of National Education appointed a special commis- 
sion to elaborate Elementary French. The Commission was then under 
the direction of Marcel ABRAHAM, general inspector of Public Instruc- 
tion, Director of the University Service of Relations with Foreign and 
Overseas countries at the Ministry of National Education. At his death, 
Mr. ABRAHAM was succeeded by Mr. R.L. PAYE. Then a study Center 
was opened at the "Ecole Normale Supérieure de St Cloud'' (Normal Supe- 
rior School) to take care of the scientific works involved by the research 
of the Commission. The Director of the Center was Mr. Georges GOU- 
GENHEIM, professor of the history of the French language at the Faculty 
of Letters of Strasbourg and Mr. Paul RIVENC, professor in a Normal 
School (See the official pamphlet of the Ministry of National Education. 
January 1955 - Le Francais Elémentaire). 


The Method: Elementary French has been established according to a 


technical method which combined: 
1. frequency of words in spoken language 
2. search for most useful words 
3. rational empirism. 


Elementary French is an "open" language, differing in that matter from 
"Basic English" which is a "closed" language; in a word, it can take in 
any additions in vocabulary and grammar. 1300 words were selected 
(lexicon and grammatical words) following the recordings of several hun- 
dred conversations in the most varied spheres (See "L'élaboration du 
Frangais Elémentaire" - study on the establishment of a basic vocabulary 
and grammar - Ed. Didier 1956). 


Elementaty French has not been planned only to represent French civili- 
zation; the vocabulary was chosen so as to represent any civilization. 
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A METHOD FOR TEACHING ELEMENTARY FRENCH : 


LE FRANCAIS POUR TOUS 


This method, devised by Pierre Fourré, neal 
a member of the Commission for Ele- 

mentary French and an expert at UNES- 
CO, offers teachers and pupils a very 
complete set of pedagogic aids, ena- 
bling foreigners to rapidly obtain the w 
minimum required knowledge to read, 

write and speak French. It is intended ~“ 
to teach Elementary French. It includes 
the following aids: 


~ 


M™ D. — Pierre, qu'est-ce que tu fais ? 


P. — Je me lave. 


a collection of films: moving cartoons (35mm & 16mm) 

a collection of films: fixed cartoons (pictures are the same as 

for the moving cartoons) 

- records of the soundtrack of the films 

- Book A which includes drawings and texts of the lessons pre- 
sented by the films and is thus entirely in French 

- Book B, written in the language of the student, and made up 


of notes, grammatical charts and exercises with their correc- 
tion. 


Published by Librairie Didier (4 & 6 rue dela Sorbonne, Paris 5éme) 
The method is appropriate both for children and for adults and can be 
used either in an academic or a non-academic instruction program. 

Information on the use of the method is available at the Cultural Ser- 
vices of the French Embassy, 972 Fifth Avenue, New York 2l, N.Y. 


puis il s’essuie avec une serviette. 


ll se peigne avec un peigne... 


DRAWINGS from the Method: LE FRANCAIS POUR TOUS 
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A FEW PUBLICATIONS BASED ON "ELEMENTARY FRENCH" 


VERS LA FRANCE: by Yves Brunsvick and Paul Ginestier - Librairie 


Didier, 4 & 6 rue de la Sorbonne, Paris 5éme (See "Education in France", 
No. 3., page 50). 


DICTIONNAIRE FONDAMENTAL: by G. Gougenheim, Professor at the 


Sorbonne, Director of the Study Center for Elementary French. This 
dictionary includes the 1,300 words of elementary French to which 1, 700 
other words have been added, which have been selected by statistical in- 
quiries on spoken French (as for Elementary French), but by research 
from books, plays and newspapers as well. Examples only make use of 
elementary French. Ed. Didier. 


PREMIER DICTIONNAIRE EN IMAGES: by Pierre Fourré, member of 


the Commission of Elementary French, Director of French Center of In- 
formation on basic Education. This dictionary offers the main meanings 
of the 1,300 words of the vocabulary of Elementary French, First Degree. 
It is one of the numbers in the general collection "De la langue 4 la ci- 
vilisation francaise" (from the language to the French civilization). It is 
intended for all those for whom French is not a native language; it aims 

at quickly teaching the most frequent words of French and at allowing to 
find back the meaning and the use of already known terms. The presen- 
tation makes revision of acquired vocabulary easy to those who already 
have learned French, (Ed. Didier, 4 et 6 rue de la Sorbonne, Paris 5e). 


The COLLECTION "LIRE ET SAVOIR": this collection which is part of 


the collection "De la langue 4 la civilisation frangaise"' includes simple texts 
solely made up with the 1, 300 words of Elementary French. It offers to pupils, 
students as well as adults, attractive and documentary narratives on the 
different aspects of past and present France. Each book includes a lexi- 

con as well, Already out are: 


La Maison d'Autrefois by J. J. DANPIERRE (Didier) 
Médecins sous les tropiques by P. FOURRE (Didier). 


Pierre est propre. 
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EVENTS 


Hit A NEW FACULTY OF MEDICINE AND PHARMACY: 


: A new Faculty of Medicine and Pharmacy was inaugurated by Mr. 
Gaston BERGER, Director of the Department of Higher Education, at La 
Timone, on the outskirts of Marseille. The new Faculty, built by the 
architect Egger, is equipped for 1. 800 students. The main building is 
300 yards long and includes amphitheatres, halls and laboratories, while 
three wings are entirely devoted to research. The inaugurations of the 

_ new laboratories of biological chemistry of the Faculty of Sciences and 
of the laboratories of the Observatory took place on the same day. 


Hit SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS IN MULHOUSE: 


At the end of May, scientific sessions took place in Mulhouse 
(Bas Rhin) in Alsace. Different aspects of scientific research in France 
were studied. Discussion groups were led by turns by Mr. LONGCHAMEON. 
president of C.N.R.S. (Superior Council for Scientific Research), MM 
G. BERGER, BABIN, and DONZELOT, directors of the departments of 
Higher Education, University Works and University Equipment. They 
worked on the project of the city of Mulhouse which plans the creation 
of a University center with research laboratories in macromolecules and 
textiles, schools of chemistry and textiles, a national vocational school 
— equipped to train several thousand pupils. The importance of the industry 
— of potash and the concentration of half the potency of the French cotton in- 
— . dustry in the Mulhouse area call for the creation of this University Center 
Woy which will depend on the Faculty of Sciences of the University of Strasbourg. 
The center will include a Scientific Boarding School and will recruit for its 
' students in the province of Alsace and in France as well as in the Mediter- 
, ranean countries, the Middle East and North Africa. The project has now 
been launched and is expected to cost one milliard francs. 


#i## THE CONGRESS OF PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS: 


The national union of teachers met in Brest for four days in July. 
The conclusions were adopted unanimously asking for the prolongation of 
school attendance up to 16 years of age, and the creation of regular pro- 
fessional and agricultural schools where a practical training would be given 


in as well as a genera! education. Several suggestions were also made on 
4 the reorganization of the school year, and the shortening of summer vaca- 

tions. 


| “SCIENCES EXHIBITIONS: 


Ae The international exhibition, 'Terre et Cosmos", organized by the 
— Committee of Action of the World Organization for Culture, in connection 
with the geophysical international year, took place in Paris, at the foot of 
the Eiffel Tower, from May 30 to July 15. The theme of the exhibition was 
"Man conquering Space"; it intended to show the successive stages of the 
researches in the field of geophysics. 
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## THE "ENTRETIENS DE BICHAT" 


Under.the direction of Professors Guy LAROCHE and Justin BESANCON, 
the "Conversations of Bichat"' which gather, every year, several hundreds of 
French and foreign physicians, around three hundred and forty professors and 
specialists from the French hospitals and faculties, took — in Paris Vouring 
the second week of October. 


Among the many subjects which were dealt with (three volumes were 
given to each of the participants - Expansion scientifique Francaise, Editeur), 
were a report of Dr. BUCHET on the dangers of X rays; a study of Dr. ZIVY 
on the efficacy of the means of protection in smoking; a communication of 

oA Professor MICHAUX and Dr. FLAVIGNY on the failure of authority, which 
e. comes from a vulgarization of methods which were at first strictly thera- 
peutic, and tend to reject all authority in the name of the liberty of children. 


dit THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON MEDICAL ELECTRONICS: 


This conference which was organized by the Council of the Interna- 
tional Organization of Medical Sciences and founded under the sponsorship 
of the World Health Organization (WHO) and UNESCO, took place in Paris 
from June 27 to 28, at the new Faculty of Medicine. The first day was de- 
voted to the preparation of an international congress on medical electronics, 
to take place in Paris in 1959. The numerous reports which were present- 
ed along this conference, were centered around 7 different themes: 1) how 

it electronic calculating machines can make the medical diagnosis easier; 

2) amplification of brilliancy; 3) microscopy and television; 4) recording of 
pressures by electronic means; 5) normal and pathological radiophysiology; 
6) electrophysiology and 7) various methods in medical electronics. 


Hit AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF PSYCHOANALYSIS: 


An international conference of psychoanalysis, organized by the 
French Society of Psychoanalysis (Group of freudian research and studies) 
| took place at the Abbey of Royaumont, from July 10 to 12. The reports 
. were centered on two subjects: ''The structure of personality" (report of 
a M. Daniel Lagache) and ''The treatment and its possibilities" (report by 
M,.. Jacques LACAN). 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF ALLERGOLOGY: 


‘2! The Congress of Allergology took place at the Faculty of Medicine 
of Paris from October 19 to October 25. 1400 attended, representing 41 
countries. Professor VALLERY-RADOT, honorary president, made the 
opening speech. Professor FEINBERG from Chicago was moderator of 
this third congress which was devoted to the study of the nature and charac- 
teristics of antibodies, of histamine, and of auto-sensitivity. 


iat At the New York Academy of Sciences: Miss Simone HATEM, former 
assistant professor and collaborator of Professor Christian CHAMPY of 

the Institute, was elected member of the New York Academy of. Sciences 

for her work on histamine and chemical cancers. 
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Ht ''PEGASE", miniature submarine, explained to children: 


At the XXIVth International Nautical Exhibition which took place 
in Paris on the banks of the Seine, from September 26 to October 12, 
Mr. Rebikoff, an engineer and a cineast (cameraman) who took part 
in the experiments of Commandant Cousteau, presented his ''Pegase", 
which is a miniature submarine, equipped with cameras and two very 
strong floodlights. 


| 
} 
he Jae 
4 j é ‘ 
- 
g 


RECENT DEVELOPMENT IN EDUCATION 


Ht SEVEN NEW SCIENTIFIC UNIVERSITY COLLEGES: 


Seven new scientific university colleges were opened this fall in 
the following towns: Amiens, Angers, Limoges, Mulhouse, Perpignan, 
Rouen, and Tours. Each one offers a propedeutic scientific teaching to 
be given by professors of the nearby universities. This initiative is a 
step towards the decentralization of higher education and goes along with 
the efforts made for the development of scientific education in France. 
The Scientific Colleges will gradually turn into regular Faculties of Sci- 
ences, as it is already the case for the college of Reims, opened a short 
time ago, but where students are now so numerous that the building of 
Faculty will start in 1959. Mr, DONZELOT, General Director of School 
and University Construction said on that matter: "If France does not 
have, within a few years, some forty Faculties of Sciences, we shall 
irremediably be outrun in scientific research." 


Hf A NEW INSTITUTE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PARIS: L'INSTITUT 
D'‘ETUDE DU DEVELOPPEMENT ECONOMIQUE ET SOCIAL 
(96, Bld. Raspail, Paris 6éme) 


An Institute for the Study of Economical and Social Development 
was created at the University of Paris by a decree of October 16, 1957. 


Its purpose is to promote any studies and researches dealing with 
economical, social, financial, juridical and administrative problems and 
to deliver degrees sanctioning these studies. 


‘The Institute is largely open to foreign students and tries to se- 
cure links with the similar institutions in foreign countries. 


The normal length of studies is one year, with a possible second 
year particularly dedicated to research. 


Classes take place mostly in the evening, allowing students to 
specialize in another field. They include: conferences, lectures, semi- 
nars, and recommended courses given outside of the Institute (in the 
Faculties, or other Institutes of the University of Paris). 


The main fields of studies for the year 1958-1959 are: Demography, 
Resources and their utilization, Administrative and juridical techniques 
and the different social spheres, and International relations. 


Hit AN INSTITUTE OF CHINESE STUDIES: 


An Institute for Chinese studies has just been created in the area 
of the Academy of Aix-Marseille. Its purpose is the propagation of the 
official language, of Chinese literature and civilization, of the knowledge 
of the institutions and the economy of China. Ona wider basis, it is in- 
tended to intensify the relations between China and the states which make 
up the French community. Of course it excludes any political or religious 
propaganda. Mr. G.E. CORDONNIER in Marseilles, and Mr. B. KAO in 
Aix-en-Provence, will temporarily be in charge of the administration. 
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Hit THE REFORM OF THE "LICENCE ES SCIENCES": 


The Reform of the "Licence @s Sciences, the projects of which were 
approved by the Superior Council of National Education on July 8, 1958, was 
adopted by two decrees on July 13, 1958, to be enforced during the academic 
year 1958-1959. The purpose of the reform is to relieve the syllabus and to 
bring to three years the normal length of studies in the Faculties of Sciences, 
when it used to be four or five years. 


According to the new regime, the degree of "licencié"' is given to 
students who passed : one of the three certificates of preparatory higher 
studies (''Mathématiques Générales, Mathématiques, Physique Chimie, or 
Sciences Physiques, Chimiques et Naturelles); five other certificates of 
higher studies, three of which at least having to belong to a different group 
of studies, and one at least having to be chosen from a list set up by the 
Ministry of National Education. 


As for the "Licence" for teaching, 8 different types have been cre- 
ated, instead of the 3 which previously existed. They are: the "licences" 
of Mathematical sciences, of applied mathematical sciences, of physical 
sciences (with two options), of chemistry, of biological natural sciences, 
of natural sciences of the earth, and of chemistry-physiology. In order 
to get one of these "licences", the same preparatory certificate is re- 
quired, and 5 or 6 of the new type certificates of higher studies. 


The syllabus of the new certificates are much less extensive. For 
instance, the old Certificate of General Physics, which was required for 
the "Licence" of Mathematics, has now been divided to make three certi- 
ficates: electricity - optics and thermodynamics - physical mechanics. 

So a candidate to the "licence" of mathematics will only have to take one 
of the three, while, of course, a candidate to the "licence" of physics will 
have to pass the three certificates. (In the same way, students in physics 
will only have to take the certificate of Mathematical Techniques of Physics 
as their mathematics requirement. ) 


The projects also provided for the setting of national programs for 
the fundamental certificates which would become compulsory in all the 
Faculties of Sciences. 


di##t SCHOLARSHIPS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION: 


The system of granting scholarships to students has recently been 
altered. Any pupil who held a scholarship when he was in secondary or 
vocational school and intends to enter a Faculty or a "Grande Ecole", is 
now eligible ipso facto for a scholarship in his higher studies. This, of 
course, is not valid if his family situation has obviously improved. The 
purpose of the reform is to make the access to higher education easier to 
young people of simple means, by insuring them of the help of the State 
up to the end of their studies. 


There are three levels in the rates of scholarships, according to 
the level of studies: 1) for the first two years of university studies; 
2) for the students on the "licence" level; and 3) for the candidates to 
C.A.P.E.S., Agrégation and Doctorate. 
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"Ecole Nationale des Chartes" (National School of Charters), a professor 


HH «SO THE "THIRD CYCLE" OF STUDIES IN THE FACULTIES OF LETTERS : 


The decree of April 19, 1958, organized a post-graduate cycle of 
studies in the Faculties of Letters called ''Troisiéme Cycle". Conferences 
and practical studies are to give students an extensive knowledge and a 
formation in the handling of research methods in a specialized field of 
studies. This 3rd cycle will complete the cycle preparing for the Certi- 
ficate of Literary General Studies, and the one preparing for the "Licence", 


The "Licence" is a normal prerequisite for admission to the 3rd 
Cycle, but exceptions have been considered possible under certain condi- 
tions. After a minimum of 2 years of study, candidates can defend a thesis 
before a Faculty of Letters and receive the doctorate. However, they are 
required to present a report on the work done at the end of the first year. 
This report, as well as an oral examination, conditions the admission into 
the second year. Foreign students have to prove a sufficient knowledge of 
French, 

Students are required to take part in the activities of a work group, 
under the supervision of a research director. He may be: a professor or 
master of conferences of a Faculty of Letters, a professor of the "Collége 
de France",the head of studies department of the ''Ecole Pratique des 
Hautes Etudes" (Practical School of Higher Studies), a professor of the 


of the "Ecole Nationale des Langues Orientales" (National School of Orien- 
tal Languages), the head of a studies department of the Institute of Politi- 
cal Sciences, a research director at the "Centre National de la Recherche 
Scientifique", a professor or master of conferences of the Catholic or 
Protestant Faculties of the University of Strasbourg. 


Two annual inscriptions in an establishment of higher education pre- 
paring for the 3rd Cycle, are requested of candidates for the doctorate. 
They do not have to be taken consecutively. 


Hit AN INSTITUTE FOR HIGHER SCIENTIFIC STUDIES : L'INSTITUT 
DES HAUTES ETUDES SCIENTIFIQUES : 


An Institute for Higher Scientific Studies, the aim of which is to pro- 
mote research work in the fields of mathematics, theoretical physics, and 
the methodology of human sciences, was created in Paris on July 4, 1958. 
Taking after the Institute for Advanced Study of Princeton University, this 
center will offer some scientists a chance to carry on their research with- 
out having any obligation to teach or any material cares. It will probably 
be located in the southern suburbs of Paris, at Orsay or Chatenay-Malabry, 
and will be open in January, 1959. The Director is Mr. Léon MORCHANE, 
"Docteur és Sciences"; twelve professors will come and live there with 
their families. Every year a publication will give a survey of their work. 


The scientific committee includes Mr. Paul MONTEL, member of 
the Institute and president of the Academy of Sciences; Mr. Joseph PERES, 
member of the Institute and Dean of the Faculty of Sciences of the Univer- 
sity of Paris, and Mr. Robert OPPENHEIMER, Director of the Institute 
of Advanced Study of Princeton. The opening of such a center has been made 
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possible by the large contribution of French industrialists. 


Among the 


scientists who accepted to take part in the setting up of the center are 
the professors: Amalfi, Louis de Broglie, Niels Bohr, Max Born, Dieu- 


donné, Dirac, Grothendieck, Neel, and Weisskopf. 


Hi# A PREPARATORY CLASS TO GOVERNMENT CAREERS : 


This class which has been opened at the Lycée Louis le Grand 
in Paris, prepares students for several selective examinations of the 


level of the baccalaureate in Law; admission to the School of Customs, 


School of the Treasury, etc... 


Students attending the second year of 


studies in the Faculty of Law are entitled to take the courses of this 


special class. 


AT THE NUCLEAR CENTER OF MARCOULE 


Twenty miles away from Avignon, at the nuclear center of Marcoule, 


a pile, "G 2", was brought into operation last July. 


nium and electricity; 


A View of Marcoule 


It will produce pluto- 


it is also in Marcoule that the plutonium extraction 


plant will entitle France to be among the countries owning an atom bomb. 
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ART AND EDUCATION 


CREATION OF A "LICENCE D'HISTOIRE DE L'ART ET D'ARCHEOLOGIE'" 


A decree of July 29, 1958, has created a "Licence" in History of 
Art and Archeology in the Faculties of Letters of all the Universities. 
The diploma will be given to candidates who have taken the following de- 


grees: 


1. Diploma of bachelor of secondary education ("baccalauréat" 


or recognized equivalent) 


2. Certificate of general literary studies - classical or modern 
("propédeutique" or a recognized equivalent) 


or the diploma of the Ecole du Louvre 
or the C.A.P.E.S. in drawing 


3. The following certificates of higher studies: 


- Ancient Art 
- Middle Ages Art 
- Modern Art 


- Aesthetics or Comparative History of Art 


or History of Music 
or National antiquities 


or Egyptology 

or Art and Civilization 
or Art and Civilization 
or Art and Civilization 
or Art and Civilization 
or Art and Civilization 
or Art and Civilization 


or Regional Art and Archeology 
or Prehistoric Archeology 


of Ancient Near East 

of Byzance 

of Islam 

of India and Southeast Asia 
of the Far East 

of Pre-Columbian America. 


Candidates who have the teaching "licence" in 
classical letters or history are only required 
to take the first three certificates. 


We draw attention to the fact that, until now, numerous certifi- 
cates of higher studies in Art History were given in the different Facul- 
ties of Letters, but they could only lead to the "licence libre"; and only 
5 University Institutes were entitled to give a Diploma of Higher Studies 


in Art and Archeology. 
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LES MUSEES AUX ENFANTS 


Although this information is already some- 
what outdated, we think our readers will be in- sp 
terested to know about the exhibition "Les Mu- a 
sées aux Enfants" (Museums are for children) eee 


which took place from May to June at the French | f : 3 Pa 
League of Education; it was organized by Mrs. f at 
Germaine Chalhoub, in charge of research at — ae 


the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique - oetese 
sociological section, who is now carrying on im- | ‘ae 
portant research on the problems of museums | Oat 
and children. This exhibition gathered works | Aa ae 
freely done by children after their visits in mu- 
seums. of Art and of History; it included paint- 
ings, sculptures, potteries, printed materials, 
line-engravings, etc... In fact, it displayed | 
AMENOPHIS IV - LOUVRE 
by 8 10 year old child the results of an experiment intending to find | 
the ''connecting link"' between the Museums 
of Art and History and the interest of children 8 to 12 years of age. Be- 
sides this experiment, Mrs. Chalboub is carrying on other research which 
will enable her to set up a real technique in visits to museums of Art and 
History and develop precise work methods to be adopted by schools. |» 
(Detailed information is available at the Cultural Services of the French if 
Embassy - service of Documentation). 


EGYPTIAN DESIGN - by 4 11 year old child 
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AN INTERNATIONAL COURSE OF COMPARATIVE METHODS IN THE 
TEACHING OF PLASTIC ARTS: 


An international course of comparative methods in the teaching of 
plastic arts will be given for teachers during the months of January, Febru- 
ary and Magch at the Centre International d'Etudes Pédagogiques of Sévres 
(Seine & Oise). Tuition is free, and the inscriptions are taken on recom- 
mendation of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs or of the Ministry of 
Public Education of the candidate's country. The topics of the course are 
available at the French Cultural Services, service of documentation. 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF ART HISTORY : 


More than 500 experts from 23 countries attended the 19th Inter- 
national Congress of Art History which took place at the Sorbonne last 
September, with Mr. BERTHOIN, Ministry of National Education, as its 
president. The representatives for France were: Louis HAUTECOEUR, 
perpetual secretary of the Academy of Fine Arts, Marcel AUBERT of 
the Institut, and René HUYGHE, professor at the Collége de France, 
More than a hundred reports were made on the most varied subjects 
dealing with the problems of the history of Art, French ceramics in the 
early Middle Ages, the relations between France and Slovenia in the time 
of the baroque art and classicism, French artists in Venetia in the XVIIth 
century... Several cultural manifestations took place during the Congress, 


one of them being the exhibition which was organized at the Pavillon de 
Marsan: "Tapisserie 58". 


INTERNATIONAL MEETING ON ART EDUCATION - PARIS, JULY 1959: 


The French Section of the "Fédération Internationale d'Education 
Artistique'' which took part in the International Congress last July in 
Basel, is carrying on its research in the prospect of meetings which will 
take place in Paris in July, 1959. For this purpose, a work team has 
been made to do the fundamental research and outline a method of teach- 
ing general training; this team of specialists will be the basic struc- 
ture of a wider gathering which will probably take the name of "National 
Movement for Artistic Education". Simultaneously an inquiry will be 
made among aestheticians and art historians so as to define the standards 
of Artistic Education. The French Section would welcome the collabora- 
tion of American experts who would wish to work along with its team. 

A pamphlet in English states a theory of the research and is available at 
the Cultural Services of the French Embassy (apply to Service of Documentation). 
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INFORMATION 


THE REFORM OF EDUCATION : 


The reform of Education was the object of a meeting of an inter- 


ministerial council under the presidency of General de Gaulle. The pro- 
ject had been presented last August by the Minister of National Education 


but had not been examined yet. Mr. BERTHOIN presented the project 
which he had set up in August, 1955, and which hardly differs from the 


one of Mr. BILLERES. It calls for the prolongation of compulsory school- 
ing, the creation of orientation periods in education. Compulsory school- 


ing up to 16 years of age would be applied to children starting school in 
1959, and who would be 14 in 1967. 


A PLAN FOR THE REFORM OF THE STRUCTURE OF HIGHER EDUCATION :| 


The National Movement for the Scientific Development (founded 
over a year ago) has established a plan for the reform of the structure 
of higher education and of research which was presented to the press 
last October in the presence of Mr. PERES, Dean of the Faculty of Sci- 
ences of Paris. On this occasion, Mr. LICHNEROWICZ, professor at 
the Collége de France, stated the necessity of completely resetting this 
structure. The first claim of the M.N.D.S. had been made after the 
meeting which took place last April and asked for the complete juridi- 
cal and financial autonomy of the Faculties of Sciences. This autonomy 
- would entitle the Faculties to accept private subsidies and to buy their 
own equipment. On the other hand, the plan advises for the creation 
of a High Commissioner's Office for Scientific Research depending on 
the Presidency of the Council. Its aim would be to determine the major 
projects in research and to decide on priorities. It could also dispose 
of funds to help promote these projects. A bill has been made which 
will soon be presented to the president of the Council. 


A NEW PLAN FOR THE FRENCH CULTURAL AND TECHNICAL 
ACTIVITIES ABROAD : 


A five year plan for the expansion and the remodeling of French 
cultural and technical activities abroad was approved by the Cabinet. 
This plan was prepared by a committee of high officials appointed in 
1957. The formula which was adopted will do away with tradition and 
will allow a better adaptation to the different national needs. Priority 
will be given to "technical co-cperation", but at the same time, an ef- 
fort will be made to develop and help education, mainly by granting 
more scholarships, organizing practical training periods, and in- 
creasing the exchange of professors. Besides, French Institutes will 
be organized according to a new formula, as today it matters less to 
give lectures than to offer an effective help to foreigners who take an 
interest in our culture. They will become real technical centers of 
documentation and diffusion. Audio-visual laboratories for the rapid 
teaching of French will be set up and an important effort will be made 
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for the distribution of French books, films and records, and the broad- 
casting of radio and television programs, 


CREATION OF SPECIALIZED SECTIONS AT THE "CONSEIL SUPERIEUR 


DE LA RECHERCHE SCIENTIFIQUE " 


Founded in September 1954, the Superior Council of Scientific Re- 
search and Technical Progress was placed under the Presidence of the 
Council in May 1955. By a decision of March 10, 1958, specialized de- 
partments were created under the name of "Commissions Nationales", 
The President of the Superior Council of Scientific Research is the presi- 
dent of each section, which includes between 15 and 25 members, all ap- 
pointed by the President. The National Commissions have been assigned 
as their permanent duty to study and follow the development of sciences 
and techniques on a world as well as a national scale; to publish an an- 


nual report on the human and material means of the nation in the partici- 


pation of the mentioned means, so as to foster progress in scientific re- 
search and techniques. There are six specialized departments: 


1) National Commission for Research in mathematical, physical 
and natural sciences 

2) National Commission for Research in human sciences 

3) National Commission for medical research 

4) National Commission for agricultural research 

5) National Commission for research applied to industry 

6) National Commission for scientific and technical documentation 
and publication. 


SCHOOL RADIO AND TV 


The French Radio and Television System (R. T. F.) recently passed 
an agreement with the Ministry of National Education to develop radio and 
T. V. education systematically. Starting this fall, three broadcasting 
stations - Paris, Lille and Bordeaux - will be at the entire disposal of 
the three Recteurs of the Académies, who will be in charge of setting up 
the programs and will have recording and broadcasting studios available 
on the very University grounds. 


THE PELMAN PRIZE OF BIOLOGY 


The Pelman prize for biology was awarded last October to Louis Rey 
for his works at the laboratory of zoology and physiology of the Normal 
Superior School on the conservation of living tissues by low temperatures. 
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AN EXPERIMENT IN NURSERY SCHOOL 


' THE KITCHEN CLASSROOM 


In a nursery school of Paris a new classroom has been opened 
to children; twenty of them attend the class for one week. Their age 
is from 3 to 6. -It is not intended to make great cooks out of them, but 
to have them handle, in a serious and effective way, tools which they 
are not allowed to use at home, such as matches, gas ovens, potato 
peelers or egg beaters, and to really make things with them. 


The class is quite a success with children who realize that they 
are taken in earnest and become all the more responsible for it. 
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A NEW "BREVET SUPERIEUR" 


From January lst, 1959 and for the next 5 years, a new diploma 
has been created, the "Brevet supérieur de capacité", to be taken by the 
teachers who already have passed the "Brevet Elémentaire" or the first 
part of the "Baccalauréat"; this creation was made so as to make possible 
the accrediting of several thousand substitute teachers who have been ap- 
pointed to face the shortage of teachers. We recall that there used to be 
(up to 1946) a diploma called the "Brevet Supérieur" which was the usual 
title ending a primary education; pupils of the normal schools used to 
have to take this examination at the end of their last year of studies. 

The new degree is quite a different examination; it is in no way a resto~ 
ration of the old "Brevet supérieur". A decree of October 14 specifies 


the requirements for the degree: there are two parts to the examination; 
candidates who passed the first part may take the second part one year 
after, Candidates (substitute teachers) must have had at least two years 
of practice in a state school. There are two sessions a year for each 
part of the examination, the second one being for the candidates who 
failed at the first but received at least one third of the maximum re- 
quired grades. The first part of the examination is of purely profes- 
sional type, with a written test on pedagogy and children's psycholcgy 
and oral test to check the educational abilities of the candidates. The 
second part is made up of tests somewhat similar to those of the "'Bac- 
calauréat", The preparation for the B.S. will be organized in the "Ecoles 
Normales" (normal schools) with the help of the inspectors of primary 
education and of the nursery schools. 


UNIVERSITY HONOR DEGREES : THE 150th ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ORDER OF THE ACADEMIC PALMS 


It is, indeed, on March 17, 1808 that honorary titles were created, 
at the same time as the Imperial University. The titles were to "Honor 
eminent functions and services rendered to education". At first, honor 
titles were divided into three categories (Titular, University Officer, 
Academy Officer) and they were attached by right to certain positions. 
The IInd Republic, and the IInd Empire changed this arrangement: Palms 
(two embroidered palms) were only to reward exceptional services and 
5 years were required to elapse between each grade. This system lasted 
until October 1955, when the Order of Academic Palms was created in 
order to reward members of public education as well as peopie who have 
been of service to the University, Arts, Sciences, Letters, Youth and 
Sports or private education. There are three grades: Chevalier, Of- 
ficier and Commandeur. No one can be made Chevalier who is not at 
least 35 years of age and has not been in public service for at least 
15 years. Five years must elapse between each grade, and promotion 
is never a right. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
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GUSTAVE COHEN (1897 - 1958) 


A professor and a learned writer, specialist in medieval stud.es, 
Gustave Cohen began his career at the age of 26 when he was an assist- 
ant at the University of Leipzig. Then he settled for some time in Am- 
sterdam where he founded a center of French culture, the Maison Des- 
cartes. He was made an invalid during World WarlI. After the war he 
went to Strasbourg and finally to Paris in 1922, as "maitre de confér- 
ences" at the Sorbonne; the course he taught then was published in 1924 
Ronsard, sa vie son oeuvre). In 1932 he was appointed to the chair of 
Literature of the Middle Ages. Then, one day when he was explaining 
Le Miracle de Théophile(a XIIIth century mystery by the "trouvére" 
Ruteboeuf), to a rather passive group of students, he made this now fa- 
mous statement: "Our amphitheaters are not a place for the dissection 
of corpses, but for the resurrection of the dead". It was then that the 
creation of the medieval theater group of the Sorbonne, more famous 
under the name of the ''Theophiliens", took place. They performed the 
Miracle de Théophile at the Sorbonne, in 1933, under the direction of 
Gustave Cohen. This group received the prize of the young companies 
in 1947 with their performance of Aucassin et Nicolette, a ''chantefable"' 
of the XIIIth century. 


In 1941, Gustave Cohen, invited by Yale University, left France 
for the United States. He founded the "Ecole Libre des Hautes Etudes" 
in New York. He journeyed to New Orleans and to Guadeloupe where, 
as his passion for medieval theater never left him, he had Le Miracle 
de Théophile performed by a group of colored students. Back in Paris, 
he started to teach again at the Sorbonne on November 7, 1944. 


The works of Gustave Cohen are very extensive; the bibliography 
of his works covers several pages. After the publication of his thesis 
on the French Writers in Holland during the first part of the XVIIth cen- 
tury, he devoted most of his research to the literature and, above all, 
the theater of the Middle Ages. We will only mention his works on 
Chretien de Troyes, French Theater in the Middle Ages, the History 
of Staging in the religious theater of the Middle Ages, the publication of 
the Mysteries of the Middle Ages, his book on Ronsard, and his commen- 
tary on Le Cimetiére Marin by Paul Valery. 


Professor Cohen is particularly regretted by the generation o° 
students who studied between the two wars and for whom he felt he had, 
as he said, "the fondness of a father". He gave them a taste and often 
a real passion for medieval studies. 
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"LE MIRACLE DE THEOPHILE" (XIITIth 


by the Medieval Theatre Group 
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SDERIC JOLIOT-CURIE 


The national funeral of Frédéric Joliot-Curie took place in Paris, 
ne main court of the Sorbonne in August, 1958. Frédéric Joliot-Curie 
member of the Institute, of the Academy of Medicine since 1943, 

professor at the "Collége de France" since 1937. 


He was born in Paris in 1900, and studied at the School of Physics 
Chemistry of the city of Paris. After he received his doctorate he be- 
.ssistant to Mme Marie Curie, then assistant-professor at the Sor- 
With his wife, Iréne Curie, he was awarded the Nobel Prize of 
in 1935. 
‘Haut Commissaire" of Atomic Energy and a member of the Com- 
ion of Atomic Energy at the United Nations in 1946, he was made 
Doctor Honoris Causa of the Universities of Dublin, Delhi and Cracovia. 
‘le received the Stalin Prize for Peace in 195l. After the death of his 
in 1956, he filled her place in the chair of nuclear physics of the 
-rsity of Paris. 
“rotessor Francis Perrin, "Haut Commissaire" of Atomic Energy, 
ir. Berthoin, Minister of National Education, made the funeral ora- 
) ior the scientist, stressing his qualities as a man who always tried 
‘o sacrifice the human aspirations to the progress of sciences. 


R MARTIN DU GARD 


A winner of the Nobel Prize of Literature in 1937, Roger Martin 
io Gard died on August 23, at the age of 77, in his home at Belléme. 


i: Born at Neuilly-sur-Seine, he studied at the School of Charters and 
Te became an archivist-paleograph in 1906, with his thesis on the Abbey of 
a: Jum zes. He published, at that time, his first novel, Devenir, followed 


213 by Jean Barois, a work which drew the attention of the critics. 
| worked in the field of the theater, especially with the company 
a ’ the Vieux-Colombier which Jacques Copeau directed. He wrote sever- 
| ural farces: Le Testament du Pére Leleu, La Gonfle, later followed 
Contidences Africaines and Vieille France. The play Un_Taciturne 
reated on October 28, 1931 by Louis Jouvet at the Comédie des Champs - 


Between 1922 and 1940, Roger Martin du Gard published the twelve 
‘aes of his masterpiece: Les Thibault which tells the story, during 
cr and the post-war of 1914, of two families of the Parisian bourge- 
ne being Catholic, the other Protestant. Albert Camus consider- 
uthor of Les Thibault as the novelist of kindness and justice. 
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FLORENT SCHMITT 


Florent Schmitt, a pianist, composer and a musical critic who 
was a ''Membre de l'Institut" since 1936, died on August 17th in Paris. 


He was born in September, 1870, in Lorraine (Meurthe & Moselle). 
He was a student of Théodore Dubois, Gédalge, Massenet and Fauré. 
He won his Grand Prix de Rome in 1900, and met with his first great 
success with Psalm XLVI in 1906. The following year he wrote The 
Tragedy of Salomé, an orchestral score, after a poem by Robert 
d'Humiéres. Among his numerous compositions, we must recall 
Oriane, la sans égale, Symphonie concertante, Quatuor for chords, 
etc... His Symphonie was first played at the last music festival of 
Strasbourg. During many years, Florent Schmitt published musical 
chronicles which were at once keen, warm and humorous, in "Les 
Temps" and "La Revue de France", 
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FRANCO 


AMERICAN 


CULTURAL EXCHANGES 
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VISITORS IN THE UNITED STATES 


ANDRE LWOFF - Professor and head of the department of Microbial 


Physiology at the Institut Pasteur, Fellow of the Rockefeller 
Foundation, and author of several works on microbiology, will 
give a series of conferences in March and April, 1959, under 
the patronage of the "Squibb Centennial Lecture Committee" in 
the following cities: Baltimore, Portland, Berkeley, Chicago 
and Philadelphia. The subject of his conference will be: The 
evolution of viral disease at the cellular level in the organism. 


R, RUHLMANN - Professor at the National School of Living Oriental 


Languages, in Paris, attended the meetings on the Chinese Way 
of Thinking, which took place in Aspen (Colorado) from Septem- 
ber 3 to 10. Mr. Ruhlmann is now doing sinologic research at 
Harvard University. 


E. SACQUET - Engineer, will be at the University of Notre Dame 


(Indiana) from November 15 to December 15. Being a special- 
ist in animal biology, he will carry on research on meas asil 
concerning aseptic animals. 


J. SCHWARTZ - Professor at the Faculty of Letters of Strasbourg, will 


be in the United States until January 10th. He is on a tour of the 
universities and of great research laboratories. 


INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION: 


The International Conference on Scientific Information promoted 


by the International Council of Scientific Unions took place in Washing- 
ton from November 16th to 2lst. France was represented by: 


Mr. Leopold ESCANDE: Member of the Academy of Sciences. 
Leader of the French delegation. 

Mr. Jean WYART: Professor at the Faculty of Sciences of Paris. 
Director of the Documentation of the National Center 
for Scientific Research. 

Mr. Georges-Albert BOUTRY: Professor at the Conservatoire 
National des Arts et Métiers (National Conservatory 
for Arts and Trades). 

Mr. Pierre DENOIX: Head of the documentation department at 
the Institute of Cancer. 

Mr. Pierre TARDI: Member of the Academy of Sciences. 
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IN JULY: 


Twenty-four French teachers of English were the guest in New York of the 
State Department, in application of the American Cultural Exchange pro- 
gram. During six weeks, they attended a series of conferences on Ameri- 
can culture and civilization at the University of Colorado (Boulder, Col.) 
It was followed by a tour of the United States, up until the middle of Sep- 
tember. 


THE TEACHING OF FRENCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


TEXAS LUTHERAN COLLEGE (Seguin, Texas) announces the introduc- 
tion of French in its program. Dr. Albert FORGAC, professor of Mod- 
ern Languages and promoter of the initiative, hopes to organize in the 
near future, in Seguin, an Alliance Francaise or a Cercle francais, for 
the persons interested in French culture. 


Courses in conversational French : Renewing an old tradition, the French 
Institute (22 East 60th Street, New York 22; telephone: EL 5-4694) is 
again offering courses in conversational French. All courses will be 
given by native teachers and will conducted in French. Graded sections 
from elementary to advanced level. For detailed information, call the 
French Institute. 


* * * 


SCHOLARSHIPS 
The "CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DE L'ENFANCE" announces : 


The International Children's Center (Chateau de Longchamp, carre- 
four de Longchamp, Bois de Boulogne, Paris 16@me) has asked us to pub- 
lish the following information: In order to allow American physicians to 
attend the following courses organized at the International Children's Center 
in Paris 

- Medical and social problems due to cancer and leukemia in 

children 

- Social Pediatrics 


two scholarships are offered to the United States for the year 1959. Ap- 
plications may be sent directly to the International Children's Center, or 
write to the Children's Bureau, Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare - Social Security Administration, Washington 25, D.C. 


Physicians who would like to attend the courses at their own ex- 
pense may do so as auditors. Tuition will be free. The Center will try 
to help them in organizing their stay in Paris. 
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A CENTER OF PHILOSOPH ICAL RESEARCH : 


THE "CENTRE MARITAIN' 


THE UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME (South Bend, Indiana) announces 
the creation of a Center of Philosophical Research to be called "Centre 
Maritain", in honor of the Thomist philosopher, former Ambassador 
to the Vatican. The Center will have a complete library of the works of 
Mr. Maritain, and will be a clearing house for the disciples and adepts 
of his philosophy. 


* 
WELCOME TO FRANCE 


The Office du Tourisme Universitaire (Office for University Tourism) 
informs us that it is setting up 4 travel programs, specially organized 
for students: 
Casual Tour: Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, France. 
Cheerful Tour: Great Britain, Germany, Austria, Italy, France. 
Cordial Tour: Great Britain, Holland, France, Spain, Switzerland, 
Sun and Culture Tour: educational tour in Italy and France. 


Tours will take place in the summer, for about 60 days. Prices vary for 
each one and range from $725 to $950. For information, apply to the 

O. T. U. delegate, 972 Fifth Avenue, New York 21, N.Y. "Registration 
should be made before February 15th, 1959. 


* 


AN OUTDOOR CULTURAL CENTER IN FRANCE : 


The French League of Youth Hostels opened an outdoor cultural 
center in the Forest of Marly. This center which is equipped for camp- 
ing activities, will be at the same time a center for cultural sessions; 
it is opened to young foreign campers who have the international card of 
the International Federation of Camping, or of the International Associa- 
tion of Tourism. For information, write to 38, boulevard Raspail, 

Paris 7éme. 


* 


A BILINGUAL BOOK FOR CHILDREN : 


The House that Jack Built ("La Maison que Jacques a batie"'), 
Harcourt, Brace and Co., New York City. 


A beautiful book of colored woodcuts tells us a famous nursery 
rhyme both in English and in French, as the author, Antonio Frasconi, 
believes that children should be made award of other languages very 
early in life. 
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MAIN ACTIVITIES OF THE FRENCH CULTURAL SERVICES 


DURING THE LAST MONTHS 


LECTURES given by the Cultural Counselor and his assistant: 


September 26: 
October 2: 
October 6: 
October 23: 
October 29: 
November 6: 
November 7: 


November 19: 


January 


February 


L'ESPRIT DE LA CULTURE FRANCAISE 
(Pittsburgh, Alliance Francaise) 
TOULOUSE-LAUTREC 
(Schenectady, Alliance Frangaise) 
WHAT LIBERTY MEANS TO FRANCE 
(Montclair - Montclair School) 
ALBERT CAMUS, L'HOMME ET LA PHILOSOPHIE 
(Ann Arbor, University of Michigan) 
LA PENSEE FRANCAISE D'AUJOURD'HUI 
(New York City, Ecole Libre des Hautes Etudes) 
INTERNATIONAL HORIZONS IN EDUCATION 
(Elmira, Elmira College) 
EDUCATION ET VIE FRANCAISE 
(Augusta, Georgia, A.A. T.F.) 
LA PENSEE FRANCAISE DtAUJOURD'HUI 
(Philadelphia, Alliance Francaise) 
LEON-PAUL FARGUE, POETE DE PARIS 
(New York, Alliance Frangaise) 
TOULOUSE-LAUTREC, TEL QU'IL FUT 
(Pittsburgh, Table Francaise) 


* * 


PARTICIPATIONS IN CONFERENCES AND PANELS 


September 11: 


October ll: 


October 16: 


October 23: 


November 20: 


November 21: 


Seminar at Sarah Lawrence College: "Whitney Fulbright 
visiting scholars", 


Panel discussion organized by the Connecticut Chapter of 
the American Association of Teachers of French in Lake- 
ville, on the problems of examinations. 


Panel discussion organized by the New School of Social 
Research and the Cultural Services of the French Em- 
bassy on ''La femme frangaise et la vie de famille en 
France" and "Ltenseignement en France", 


Conference on educational travel, organized by the Coun- 
cil on Student Travel. 


Barnard educational discussion. 


Panel discussion organized by the New York State Fede- 
ration of Teachers in Newark, New Jersey: "Education 
for international understanding", 


-49- 


— 
‘ 8 
: 
> 
5 
a 
‘ 
‘ 
. 
~ 
“4 


IN-SERVICE PROGRAM FOR TEACHERS OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK : 


Sept. 30 - French History from 1914 to Today by J.A. Bédé, Professor, 
Columbia University 


Oct. 7 - Women of France by Mrs. Janine Plottel 


Oct. 14 - France, key of our defense by Dr. J.F. Frazer, 
Director, American Library 
by M.A. Nemo, Press & 
Information Division, 


French Embassy 
Oct. 28 - Public Health and Social Institutions by Dr. Maurice Wolf 


Oct. 21 - Overseas Territories 


Nov. 18 - Architecture in France by Dean L. Arnaud, School 


of Architecture, Columbia 
University 

by M. P. Verdier, Curator, 
Walter's Art Gallery, 
Baltimore 

by P. Martin, French Chamber 
of Commerce 

Dec. 9- The "Salons" through the ages by Dr. Hanna Charney, Prof- 
fesor, Hunter College 

by Dr. Fernande Garvin, 
Food expert. 


Nov. 25- France's Greatest Crafts 


Dec. 2- Luxury Items 


Dec. 16- French Food and Wine 


PEN-PALS : The Pedagogical Section of the French Cultural Services which 


maintains an International Correspondence Service, has supplied each day 
about 5 names and addresses ot 'pen-pals" to American students. 


AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED : 


' ° The Society for French American Cultural Services and Educational 
Aid (FACSEA) is continuing to supply schools and colleges with such audio- 
visual materials of instruction as films, slides, filmstrips and exhibits. 
During the months of October and November the society sent about 1,394 
films, 286 slides, 148 filmstrips, and 150 exhibitions. 


EDUCATIONAL EXHIBITIONS : 


About 150 photographic exhibitions, designed for classroom bulletin 
boards or library showcases, were circulated in 1957-1958. They reached 


approximately 900 elementary and high schools, colleges, universities, 
summer schools, army post libraries and public libraries. 


‘Requests from teachers' organizations were particularly welcome. 
To meetings in all parts of the country were sent special exhibitions of books 
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and audio-visual materials adapted to the university, high school or ele- 
mentary school level. Library association meetings were also served. 


Other materials were prepared for educational TV broadcasts in 
Baltimore; Foreign Language Week celebrations in a number of univer- 
sities; the circulating exhibition program of the New York Board of Edu- 
cation; local offerings of French plays; international festivals in depart- 
ment stores of San Francisco, Portland (Oregon), Los Angeles, Atlanta 
and Philadelphia. Press photographs were supplied to editors, authors 
and lecturers. 


Some special exhibitions were obtained through the co-operation of 
public and private organizations in France. These exhibitions, which 
are still circulating in the United States, include: 'La Fayette and the 
American Revolution", ''The Work of Albert Camus" and the perennial- 
ly popular exhibition of paintings by Paris public schoolchildren. From 
the Direction Générale des Affaires Culturelles et Techniques the fol- 
lowing new photographic exhibitions have been received: "Jeanne d'Arc", 
"La Fayette and his time", "Second Empire", "Buffon" and ''Alfred de 
Musset". 

In response to many requests from American teachers, this office 
organized a showing of 100 American Children's paintings, which was 
held from June to September 1958 at the Institut Pédagogique National 
‘in Paris. Representing a sampling of public and private schools in all 
regions of the United States and selected by a jury, the exhibition was 
quite a success. As teachers continue to offer American children's work 
for showing in France, we are glad to put them in touch with a comparable 
French school in order to facilitate direct school-to-school exchanges. 


The most interesting of projects in hand will be new book and photo- 
graphic exhibits in the field of contemporary literature. 


All exhibits may be borrowed by American educational institutions 
upon request, without charge except for transportation. 


-5l- Design made according to a Suse vase 


by a child 12 years old. (See "Les 
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THEATRICAL EVENTS 


THE "THEATRE NATIONAL POPULAIRE": 


The 'T.N. P. '' visit in the United States: after a successful 
three week run at the Broadway Theater in New York, the state-subsi- 
dized troupe traveled on to Philadelphia, Princeton and Boston. The 


'T, N, P.'' came to the States under the management of S. Hurok and 


under the sponsorship of the Direction Générale des Affaires Culturel- 
les et Techniques and the "Association Francaise d'Action Artistique". 


Jean VILAR, Director of the troupe, participated in a panel 
discussion at Columbia University, took part in a radio broadcast panel 
discussion at New York University, with Miss Helen Menken, President, 
American Theater Wing, and Mr. Lee Strasberg, Artistic Director, 
Actor-Studio, Mr. Worthington Miner, Vice-President, American Aca- 
demy of Dramatic Art, Mr. Henry Hewes, Drama Critic, ''The Saturday 
Review '' and Mr. Leo Kerz, Director, Producer of Clerambard. 


THE "COMPAGNIE RAYMOND GEROME" of the 'THEATRE DU VIEUX 


COLOMBIER : 


Presented in the United States by Raymond Géréme and Jean de 
Rigault, under French official sponsorship, this troupe made a large 
tour all around the United States from November 2nd to November 30th, 
presenting Racine's "Britannicus". This Parisian theater is particularly 
well-known as it housed the experimental efforts of Copeau, whose in- 
fluence is seen in the work of Dullin, Jouvet and Barrault. 
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FRENCH BOOK EXHIBITIONS 


A/TERAT ARE 
CAN Booas 


Thanks to an important number vu: books, which represent the last achievements of 
French publications, and have been gathered for the United States by the Committee 
for Exhibitions of the Union of French Publishers, the Cultural Services of the 
French Embassy have set up four specialized collections, including 600 books each: 
Children's Books, Literature, Fine Arts, and Social Studies, 


These collections have been made available to Colleges, Universities and Public 
Libraries. From October 15, 1958, to December 15, 1959, they will be shown in 77 
different cities. 


The books will travel in 13 crates, making 
up a total weight of 1,850 pounds; their jour- 
ney will cover 23,000 miles from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific; from the Great Lakes to the 
Mexican border. 


It is possible to anticipate that about 
300,000 American students and professors will 
have the opportunity to get in direct contact 
with publications which, on the whole, stand 
as the synthesis of the present research and 
efforts of French thinkers and writers. 


In the near future, the Cultural Services 
of the French Embassy will be able to send a 
new exhibition around the country: "Encyclo- 
pédies Francaises". 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


We are happy to reply to a letter from 
Melvin Feuer, San Bernardino, Cali- 
fornia, who asks for information about 
how France is educating the mentally 
retarded child, and if France has an 
educational program for gifted children. 


Interest in the teaching of retarded children in France dates from 
the beginning of this century. The law of April 15, 1909, and the decree 


of August 18, 1909, provide for the opening of classes for retarded chil- 
dren as part of elementary schools. 


At the present time, there are approximately 2,000 special classes, 


and one could say that about 5% of the children who attend elementary school 
need special instruction. 


The selection of students for these classes is handled by special 
commissions composed of an inspector of elementary education, the prin- 
cipal of the special school and a doctor. Instruction centers around music, 
language, hygiene, morals and manual work. 


The teachers are specially trained. The decree of August 14, 1909, 
provided for the training of the instructors of these classes. An official 
course was organized in Paris in 1939. The "Centre National de Péda- 
gogie Spéciale" in Beaumont-sur-Oise was created in 1947 and offers spe- 
cialized courses. The decree of February 24, 1957, reorganized the exa- 
mination leading to the Certificate for Teaching Retarded Children. This 
certificate is now required of all teachers in the special classes. 


However, the State still has a limited role in these special classes 
as there are also numerous private and religious schools. 


The following technical magazines might prove of interest to you : 
- "Sauvegarde de l'enfance", 28 place Saint-Georges, Paris 9e; 
- "Les Cahiers de l'enfance Inadaptée", Sudel, 5 rue Palatine, Paris 6e; 
- "L'Orientation de la Formation professionnelle des enfants et adoles- 
cents inadaptés",1954 - Institut National Pédagogique, 29 rue 
d'Ulm, Paris 5e; 
- "Les enfants inadaptés et l'Ecole Primaire't+- Bourrelier, Paris (1951). 
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There is also a special department for retarded children in the 
"Institut Pédagogique National", 29 rue d'Ulm in Paris (5e), which will 
be able to give details on the type of courses given in these special classes. 


There is no special instruction in France for the gifted children. 
Until now French education has always been based on the principle of com- 
petitive examinations. In this way, the best students are selected for cer- 
tain schools. However, an experiment was tried at the ''Collége des 
Ecossais"' near Montpellier. 


An editor of ''World Education Series" 
asks for more information about the 
statement on vocational schools: 


The statement on vocational schools should, more accurately, 
read as follows : Entrance to a seven-year vocational school may be 
made at the age of 11 - 12 to the first year (class 6) on completing five 
years of primary education and passing an entrance examination; 


At the age of 12 - 13 to the second year (class 5) on completing 
six years of primary education and passing an entrance examination. 


At the age of 13 - 14 to the third year (class 4) on completing 
seven years of primary education - or completing eight years of pri- 
mary education with or without success at the Certificat d'Etudes 
Primaires - and passing an entrance examination. 


It is really at the level of class 4 that technical schooling proper 
begins (classes 6 and 5 being devoted to studies common to all second- 
ary classes). This education is given in the Colléges Techniques, the 
Sections techniques des Lycées, the Ecoles Nationales Professionnelles 
and the Ecole des Métiers. 


At the end of class 2, if one does not wish to go into the higher 
education level, it is possible to pass the first part of the Brevet d'En- 
seignement Professionnel ( Industrial, Commercial, Social or Hotel 
business); the second part of it is taken at the completion of class 1 or, 
in the case of Hotel business, one year of practice studies (stage). 


Students who are apt to go into the higher education level on com- 
pletion of the six years (class 1) and passing the appropriate examina- 
tions, are qualified for Part 1 of the Technical Baccalaureat; and on 
completion of the seventh year (terminal class) and passing the pre- 
scribed examinations may receive the Technical Baccalauréat. This 
gives entrance (or is a requisite for application to entrance examina- 
tions) to technical institutions on the higher education level. 
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RECENT BOOKS 


LA FRANCE D'AUJOURD'HUI : Hatier, 1958 


France as the French see it could be the sub-title of this book 
which introduces the students of French civilization to the different 
aspects of life in France. Each article has been written by a special- 
ist - lawyer, art critic, doctor, professor - who tells about his own 
particular field, and it is stimulating to find what he thinks of it, and 
to discover with him the France of today. 


PSYCHOLOGIE PRATIQUE des éléves de 7 4 12 ans - 2 volumes 
Ed. Bordas, Paris 1958 


Issued as part of a series, ''The Library of Psychology and Pe- 
dagogy", this book is the result of research carried on by Mr. Roger 
MUCCHIELLI, agrégé of the University and a member of C.N.R.S., 
with the help of 30 pedagogues, professors and principals of schools 
for over two years, and which deals with a thousand pupils. The pur- 
pose of the survey was to get as precise a classification as possible 
of the different types of reactions to school situations with children 
from 7 to 12 years of age; then to set up a number of practical methods 
to be used by educators in identifying characters as well as adapting 
educational methods to the different types of temperaments. The book 
is based on the last discoveries of scientific characterology and makes 
use of the typology of the school of René Le Senne. 


CAHIERS PEDAGOGIQUES - No. 7 


Published by the Comité Universitaire d'information pédago- 
gique, this publication has begun a series of articles on the teaching 
of physics in secondary schools, with such reports as ''Methods, ex- 
periments and laboratory work", "Attempt to initiate a child of 10 to 
experimental physics" and "Scientific teaching and the history of 
sciences", (S.E.V.P.E.N., 13 rue du Four, Paris 6e). 


HISTOIRE DES ENTREPRISES 


Under the direction of Mr. Bertrand GILLE a new publication 
has just been published, gathering the research of a work group created 
at the "Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes''. The first issue includes 
the history of the beginnings of the metallurgy company of Chiatillon- 
Commentry and an account of the archives of the railway companies. 
No. 2 will deal with the speculations on real estate during the Resto- 
ration in Paris, and an analysis of the archives of the coal industry. 
(S.E.V.P.E.N., 13 rue du Four, Paris 6e). 
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ANTHOLOGIE DE LA LITTERATURE DE LANGUE FRANCAISE 


RECORDS OF FRANCE 


The Cultural Services of the French 
Embassy have received a selection 

of French records, which covers most 
of the aspects of the realm of records. 


the Middle Ages, with the songs of the Gregorian choirs and the poems 
of the troubadours. 

the court of Louis XIV, with the music of Lulli, the plays of Moliére, 
the sermons of Bossuet and the Fables of La Fontaine. 

the romantic XIXth century, with Berlioz and Hugo, then César Franck 
and Verlaine and Beaudelaire. 

finally the XXth century and all its modern trends, from Debussy to the 


attempt at "musique concréte", and from Valéry to Prevert. wre 
- Folklore and Music Hall are also represented in our selection. san 
* 

a 

We think that records can be used not only for a practical study of the ste 
French language, as for the readings of plays or poems, but can also “oe 
help to understand and feel with a particular trend of culture. et 
+ 

A catalogue is being made and will be sent upon request. “e 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE FRENCH CULTURAL SERVICES : 


THEATRE NATIONAL POPULAIRE : was published on the occasion of the 


visit of the Thé&tre National Populaire to the United States, last October 
and November. The brochure includes several pictures, an editorial by 
Mr. MOROT-SIR, a general article on the T. N. P. and an explanation of 
each of the plays performed by the company during its tour. Available 
upon request at the French Cultural Services. 


BRITANNICUS : the tragedy by Racine was performed in many cities of 


the United States during the month of November by the company of the 
Vieux Colombier, which came under the patronage of the Association 
Francaise d'action artistique (French Association for Artistic Action) and 
of the Direction Générale des Affaires Culturelles et Techniques (General 
Direction for Cultural and Technical Affairs). The brochure which came 
out on this occasion, includes the general program of the company cir- 
cuit, an introduction by Mr. MOROT-SIR, an explanation of the play by 
René JASINSKI, and a text of Jean COCTEAU on Marguerite Jamois who 
played the part of Agrippine. Available upon request at the French Cul- 
tural Services. 


THE FRENCH SYSTEM OF EDUCATION : is a documentary booklet on 


the French system of education. Besides, it includes different chapters 
on matters relating to education: teaching handicapped children, Health 
School Service, adult education, and a chapter on present problems of 
the school organization. Available upon request at the French Cultural 
Services. 


FRENCH BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DIGEST: two new "'Digests" have been 
sent out for printing: "Biochemistry" and "Hygiene". Iwo others are on 
their way : the 4th publication on "Archeology: in Italy and North Africa" 
and "The Philosophy of Sciences". | 


FRENCH NEWS, No. 3 - 1958: indicates literary novelties, gives news 
of the Arts and the Theatre in France as well as on the different French 
artistic activities in the United States. Available upon request at the 
French Cultural Services. 


%* * 


A PUBLICATION OF THE PRESS AND INFORMATION SERVICE, 
972 Fifth Avenue, New York 21, New York 


FRENCH ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE IN WEST AND EQUATORIAL AFRICA. 
A DECADE OF PROGRESS. 1948-1958. This brochure, with numerous 
maps, charts and diagrams, gives a complete account of the realization of 
FIDES (Investment Fund for Economic and Social Development) in these 

two parts of Africa. The reader will find numerous statistics; we par- a 
ticularly wish to call attention to two chapters on education. st 
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